University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

3-18-2005

Odyssey of the Stars' honors Bigfork summer playhouse owners
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Odyssey of the Stars' honors Bigfork
summer playhouse owners" (2005). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 19072.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/19072

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

The U niversity o f

fMontana

U N IV ER SITY R ELA TIO N S

• M ISSO U LA , M T 5 9812

• 4 0 6 -2 4 3 -2 5 2 2

• FAX: 4 0 6 -2 4 3 -4 5 2 0

March 18, 2005
Contact: Linda Lussy, School of Fine Arts, (406) 243-4971, linda.lussy@umontana.edu; Rita
Munzenrider, University Relations, (406) 243-4824, rita.munzenrider@mso.umt.edu.
‘ODYSSEY OF THE STARS’ HONORS BIGFORK SUMMER PLAYHOUSE OWNERS
MISSOULA One of the most well-known theatrical couples in the Northwest will be honored by The
University of Montana School of Fine Arts during its fifth annual “Odyssey of the Stars - A
Celebration of Artistic Journeys.”
The careers of UM alumni Jude and Don Thomson, owners and producers of the
Bigfork Summer Playhouse, will be celebrated at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 2, in the
University Theatre. The roster of playhouse alumni joining the production to mark the
achievements of the Thomsons include J.K. Simmons, David Simmons, Betsi Morrison,
Michael Morrison, Michael Smith, Curt Olds, Dan Erickson, Eden Atwood, Stephani Hardy
and Darci Monsos.
A popular event benefiting the School of Fine Arts scholarship fund, Odyssey the Stars
features fine arts alumni who have gone on to successful careers in the arts, in concert with
current students who dream of just such careers.
This year’s event spotlights the Department of Drama/Dance and will feature more than
200 outstanding UM student performers. Musical numbers from some of the playhouse’s most
popular shows will be performed by UM students, faculty members and guest alumni.
-more-

0318 05 star-2

The Thomsons have entertained Montanans and visitors from throughout the world at
the popular “Theatre by the Bay” for more than four decades. Their love affair with the
playhouse began in the summer of 1964, when then UM Department of Drama/Dance Chair
Bo Brown hired Don Thomson to design and build scenery, and Jude Irvin to serve as musical
director. Hundreds of shows later and with a roster of Bigfork Summer Playhouse alumni that
stretches from Broadway to Hollywood, the number of lives enriched by the Thomsons’ love
of the theater is endless. Audiences have thrilled to their productions, including “Crazy for
You,” “Chicago,” “Guys and Dolls” and last summer’s hit production of “Cats,” to name just
a few.
The Thomsons have undertaken almost every role imaginable at the Bigfork Summer
Playhouse, including producer, director, builder, musician, box-office manager, mentor and
caretaker. Under their direction, the theater has grown from humble beginnings into one of the
premier summer theaters in the country. In 1997 the nationally recognized Bigfork Summer
Playhouse was the recipient of the Montana Governor’s Award for the Arts.
“Although Don and Jude have spent their years behind the scenes, this night on the UM
campus the Thomsons’ careers, and the many performers whose lives they’ve touched, will be
center stage as they are honored as the featured alumni for Odyssey 2005,” said Shirley
Howell, dean of the UM School of Fine Arts.

m
LL/rm
Local, dailies, specialized Western
031805star

